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Having trouble viewing this email? Click here

You're receiving this email because you have expressed an interest in STI/SPFA. Don't forget to add
nzak@steeltank.com to your address book so we'll be sure to land in your Inbox!
 
You may unsubscribe if you no longer wish to receive our emails.

NOTE about Username/Password: Many of the links in Safety &
Health Spotlight require login to the STI/SPFA website at
www.steeltank.com. If you already have a username and password,
log in and click "Members" on the homepage. If you don't have
Member access, contact our office.  

Fall protection never gets old
Myths and misconceptions about OSHA fall protection rules 
This valuable article by Richard J. Epp of ASSE was published in
Professional Safety magazine in September 2007. It's still relevant
five  years later, though, because these
myths and misconceptions about OSHA
fall protection regulations are still out
there in the field.
 
For a good refresher on fall protection
regs, click here.

 

HazCom training presentation
The Society for Chemical Hazard Communication (SCHC) and OSHA
teamed up in August to present a comprehensive webinar, "Hazard
Communication: The revised standard and what you can expect in the
workplace."
 
SCHC has made both the PowerPoint
slides and a transcript of the  event
available as a training tool:

For the SCHC-OSHA slideshow,
click here.
For the webinar transcript, click here. 

 Back to top
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information. 
 

"No real direction" for tank industry 
in Crane and Derrick Standard
In August, the Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) issued a direct final rule
and notice of proposed rulemaking that applies the requirements of the August 2010 cranes and
derricks in construction standard to demolition work and underground construction. The
application of this rule will protect workers from hazards associated with hoisting equipment used
during construction activities.
 
Since the agency received no "significant" comment on the
proposal, the direct final rule is effective November 15,
2012. However, at the STI/SPFA Safety & Health Committee
meeting on September 11, it was noted that the rule still provides
"no real direction for the tank industry." To review the final rule, click
here.
 
Back to top

OSHA issues temporary
requirements for insulating links
In a June memo, OSHA implemented "temporary requirements" to address 29
CFR 1926 Subpart CC, which governs cranes and derricks operating near
power lines. Effective November 18, 2011, part of this regulation
required "proximity alarm" and "insulating link/device" to be "...listed, labeled or
accepted by a Nationally Recognized Testing Laboratory (NRTL).
 
However, no current proximity alarm or insulating link/device meets the NRTL
requirements, nor is there any NRTL recognized by OSHA at this time, even
though the devices have been available for decades.
 
Therefore, OSHA determined a "temporary policy" effective until November 8,
2013, that guides Compliance Officers in these encounters. To read the OSHA memo and
temporary policy, click here. 
 
Back to top 

News you should know
Notes from STI/SPFA's Safety & Health Committee meeting, Sept. 11-12

According to the Chemical Safety Board (CSB), an over-emphasis
on personal injury data as a measure of safety "obscured"
underlying deficiencies that contributed to the Deepwater
Horizon explosion. The focus on personal injury metrics instead of
broad safety issues was the fault of BP, rig operator Transocean, and
trade associations and regulators. CSB said that an "effective process
indicator" might have revealed problems before the explosion, which
bears an "eerie resemblance" to the 2005 BP explosion, in which

process safety was also a factor. To read an ASSE report on performance-based safety in the oil
and gas industry, click here.
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On October 8, BP announced that it is selling the Texas City refinery to Marathon, along with
1200 jobber retail facilities. For more on the story, click here.
 

A landmark study by the University of California and Harvard University
concludes that OSHA inspections not only prevent workers from
injury, but also save dollars by reducing workers compensation
costs. Injuries dropped 9.4% four years after a random OSHA
inspection, compared to businesses not inspected, with an average
savings of 26% on workers compensation costs. There was no evidence
that these improvements came at the expense of employment, sales,
credit ratings or firm survival.
 
A study finds an inverse relationship between injury and fatality
rates. States reporting low numbers of non-fatal injuries tend to have
high fatality rates, while states reporting high injury rates have low
fatality rates. The study demonstrates that reporting more injuries may
be a sign of a better worker safety program.

 
A federal appeals court has upheld the six-month statute of limitations on the OSHA
violations log.
 
On August 16, 2012, OSHA issued employer removal criteria from the Serious Violators
Enforcement Program (SVEP) program to all federal OSHA offices. Generally, an employer
may be considered for removal from the program by an OSHA
Regional Administrator after:

1. A period of three years from the date of the final
disposition of the SVEP inspection citation items
including: failure to contest, settlement agreement,
Review Commission final order, or court of appeals
decision.  

2. All affirmed violations have been abated, all final
penalties have been paid, the employer has abided by and completed all settlement
provisions, and has not received any additional serious citations related to the hazards
identified in the SVEP inspection at the initial establishment or at any related
establishments.   

 Back to top

Cautionary tales: recent accidents
 
Ladders
Significant near miss involving a fiberglass extension ladder: click here for this story from Virginia
Roofing, Inc.

Lift accidents In addition to the forklift accident video
at right, see this report about a manlift accident. Even
though the driver had an escort/spotter, a pedestrian
was hit and injured.
 
Tank & Petroleum Use Mishaps
STI/SPFA posts this newsletter on the website
monthly and incidents relevant to our industry appear
in Tank Talk  quarterly. Click here for Tank &
Petroleum Use Mishaps. 
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Warning: graphic content!
Tragic forklift accident.Back to top

 

OSHA continues vigilance
The past few years have seen increased inspections and citations
from OSHA. (One of the latest is a returning emphasis on the NEP on
Amputations, so be sure to develop and use "lockout/tagout"
procedures when performing equipment maintenance and servicing.)
ASSE has an interesting report on "Understanding the increased focus on enforcement by federal
OSHA." Click here to read the report.
 
Top 10 Most Frequently Cited Standards 2011
1. 1926.451 - Scaffolding
2. 1926.501 - Fall Protection
3. 1910.1200 - HAZCOM
4. 1910.134 - Respiratory Protection
5. 1910.134 - LOTO
6. 1910.305 - Electrical, Wiring Methods
7. 1910.178 - Powered Industrial Trucks
8. 1926.1053 - Ladders
9. 1910.303 - Electrical, General Requirements
10. 1910.212 - Machine Guarding

Back to top
 

PHMSA aligns HazMat 
with international standards
The American Society of Safety Engineers (ASSE) recently
published information that the Pipeline and Hazardous Materials
Safety Administration (PHMSA) has proposed amendments to the
Hazardous Materials Regulations to maintain alignment with
international standards by incorporating various amendments,
including changes to proper shipping names, hazard classes,
packing groups, special provisions, packaging authorizations, air
transport quantity limitations, and vessel stowage requirements. 
 
The revisions harmonize the Hazardous Materials Regulations with recent changes made to the
International Maritime Dangerous Goods Code, the International Civil Aviation Organization's
Technical Instructions for the Safe Transport of Dangerous Goods by Air, and the United Nations
Recommendations on the Transport of Dangerous Goods-Model Regulations and subsequently
address a petition for rulemaking.  Comments are due October 15, 2012. 
 
To see and comment on the proposed amendments, click here.
 
Back to top 
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STI/SPFA's 
Safety & Health resource pages 
Find a broad array of information and resources for your safety program on STI/SPFA's Safety &
Health Committee website pages. If you already have a username and password, log in and click
"Members" on the homepage. If you don't have Member access, contact our office. Our website is
a valuable resource. Check out these useful links:

WebNet Safety Training : Train employees inexpensively,
at your plant, for a full year via the Internet
Training Resources : Materials for use by Member
companies for safety training sessions--more than 100
presentations and posters
Equipment Failures : Descriptions of equipment recalls
and failures, as well as solutions
OSHA Issues : Updates to OSHA programs of current
interest
Personnel Incidents : Discussion of personnel incidents
and lessons learned
Tank Use Mishaps : STI/SPFA monthly online newsletter
with stories of mishaps involving tanks and petroleum
Safe Tank Alliance : OSHA Alliance Program with
STI/SPFA, NFPA and API
Safety Awards : Information about STI/SPFA's Safety Award of Excellence and the Safety
Award of Achievement

 Back to top

Puzzled? Call STI/SPFA's consultants
Contact them for FREE assistance
Got a question or a quandary about safety, processes or codes? Did you
know that as a Member of STI/SPFA, you have access to a group of expert
consultants? STI/SPFA has contracted with them to provide brief,
complimentary consultation services.
 
Take advantage of this Members Only benefit. Contact our consultants:
 

Safety & Health: Jim Rhudy, jrrhudy@yahoo.com, 281-419-5839
Fabrication: Bill Herdman, wherdman@sbcglobal.net, 317-885-1270
Fire Codes: Jeff Shapiro, Jeff.Shapiro@IntlCodeConsultants.com, 512-795-2900

 Click here to print the consultant contact list
 Back to top
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